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INTRODUCTION 5| =

Itis of fundamental importance that as church planters and church planting catalysts, we have an understanding
of what we mean by “the church”. Many believers and church planters subconsciously, and often erroneously,
define the church by an image they have in their mind through participation in a church or through a vague
knowledge of references to the church in scripture.
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Wayne Grudem defines the church as “the community of all true believers for all time.”* A comprehensive study
of the church is well outside the scope of this training, but let’s at least have a cursory look in order to have a
common understanding of what we are talking about.
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In the next two sessions, we will discuss “the church”, and our discussion will be organized as follows:
R PR IREE T, AT “Hs” , ARBREWT:
e The Identity of the Church (this session)
oSty RR)
e  The Functions of a Healthy Church (the next session)
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1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Zondervan: Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 1994), 60?. [§i%¥+ 7} : page 8537?]
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The biblical authors frequently use various metaphors to provide a picture of what the church is like. Divide
the trainees into groups of 3-4 and have them read the following passages. After reading the following
scriptures, have the trainees discuss the following questions in their small groups.
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1) What metaphor is being used for the Church?
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2) How does that metaphor affect our understanding of the church, its identity, and how it should
function?
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SCRIPTURES
e Ephesians 1:22-23, Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 (Body)
i 1:22-23; %'12:3-8; MRAET 12:12-31 (544)
e Revelation 19:7; 21:2,9; 22:17 (Bride)
JA19:7; 21:2,9; 22:17 (FT)
e 1 Timothy 3:14-15; 1 Timothy 5:1-2 (Family)
FEHT 3:14-15; 5:1-22 (KEE)
e 1 Corinthians 3:9-17, 1 Peter 2:4-10 (God’s temple and priests)
PRAT 3:9-17; 10T 2:4-10 G =A%)

After allowing some time for discussion of the above passages, debrief as a large group their answers to the
questions.
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THE CHURCH: WHO AND WHERE? #( <. faf A\ ? 7EW?

Divide the trainees into groups of 3-4 again and have them look at the below passages and answer the
following question. These verses are intended to be representative not exhaustive.
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1) How is the word “church” being used in the passage?



L) B AL
2) What people does it include?

LREE N =Y Ny
® Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19b (House) %' 16:5; =F{l 16:19b (%)
e 1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1 (City) /AT 1:2; WGwr 1:1 (5T7)
® Acts 9:31 (Region) 1t 9:31 (X 1)
® Ephesians 5:25 (Universal) )5 5:25 ()

After the trainees have had time to review the above scriptures, discuss together how the concept of “church”
is being used in each passage.
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The idea of “church” as used in Scripture can be divided into two basic understandings, universal and local. The
universal church is the Church in a broad sense — global and for all time. The local church is the local
expression of the universal church in a particular locale, the word “church” being derived from the word
ekklesia, meaning “gathering”.
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CONCLUSION %5if

Possessing an understanding of the ideas of universal church, local church, and the various Biblical metaphors
allows us to have a common terminology and to know what our objective is — to lead people to faith in Christ
and to plant healthy local churches that can multiply. In the next session, we will provide a very simple tool to
evaluate the health of a newly planted, growing church.
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