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INTRODUCTION 4144

The foundation upon which any church planting ministry strategy must be built is on God’s heart for the people
whom He loves and created. This brief session is typically illustrated above the Four Fields diagram that will be
described in the next session. Allow it to serve as a reminder for what God wants to do in and through us.
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As the trainer explains each segment in the illustration below, he/she will also draw the illustration on the white
board.
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Smith, Steve. “CPM Essentials on a Napkin,” in Mission Frontiers Magazine, July-August 2013.
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GOD’S HEART i[>

Find God’s HEART for your people and seek Him in faith for the fulfillment of His vision. (Draw the outline of a heart)
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As you explain each part below, continue to fill out the heart as illustrated above.
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GOD’S VISION # 1] 5 4

A VISION exists by you and your team to do whatever it takes under God to see that all people have a chance to
respond to the kingdom [represented by a large heart]. You are seeking God’s vision, not your own. Matthew 6:9-
10 and 28:18-20 say that His kingdom will come fully to all people and people groups. A vision of this magnitude
should result in multitudes of believers and thousands of churches (and/or small groups). Such a vision galvanizes
believers to make radical lifestyle choices to bring God’s kingdom to their community. (Have someone read aloud
Matthew 6:9-10 and Act 1:8).
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POPULATION SEGMENTS A ¥ %51

Since this vision is so large, you must break it down into basic relational SEGMENTS to know how to start. In every
society people create relationships by geography (neighbors) and/or socio-economic factors (workmates, classmates,
club mates). Your goal is simple: plant reproducing mustard seed groups (Mt. 13:31-33) with the ability to reach that
segment and beyond.
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You know a movement has taken root in each segment when you can track at least four generations of believers
and churches in that place (2 Tim. 2:2) [represented by a generational tree]. CPMs are defined by at least 4th
generation churches consistently emerging within a relatively short period of time (months and years, not decades).
Effective CPM practitioners evaluate their results by generations of believers and groups/churches, not just numbers
of believers and groups/ churches. They often track the movement with generational trees. Until we know God’s
heart, we can’t expect Him to show up in miraculous ways to fulfill something that is not on His heart, or less than
what is on His heart. Crying out for God’s heart as those abiding in Him.
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ABIDING IN CHRIST i 7F AL it

To fulfill the vision, you have to start at the foundation by ABIDING IN CHRIST (Jn. 15:5, Ps. 78:72, Mt. 11:12, 17:20)
[represented by a person with the right heart]. Those that bear fruit are those that abide. There is no way around it.
Anything less gives temporary and stunted fruit. Men and women at the center of CPMs are not necessarily greater
spiritual giants than other people, but they all abide in Christ. You do not get a CPM by abiding in Christ, but you
don’t get one if you don’t. (If time allows, have someone read the above passages).
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PRAYER #4 1

Remember, God uses men, not just methods; people, not just principles. As we humble ourselves by simply abiding
in Christ, we must cry out fervently to God in PRAYER to see His vision fulfilled [represented by a kneeling person]
(Mt. 6:9-10, Lk. 10:2, 11:5-13, Acts 1:14). Every Church-Planting Movement begins first as a prayer movement. When
God’s people get hungry enough to fervently fast and pray for His heart, amazingly miraculous things begin to
happen. (If time allows, have someone read the above passages).
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