FAMILY EVANGELISM AND OIKOS
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WHAT IS AN OIKOS? “OIKOS” s&ft4 2

From the beginning of creation to the present day, God demonstrated the pattern of revealing himself to one
person, but it doesn’t stop there. He frequently uses that individual as a doorway of salvation to others in their
sphere of influence. The New Testament word used for this group of people is “Oikos.” The biblical definition of
“oikos” is one’s household, including extended family and servants or workers of that family, which you will see
as we look at the Scriptures in a moment. Today, we use it to refer to a person’s relational network.
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DISCUSSION OF BIBLE PASSAGES RELATED TO THE FAMILY AND OIKOS PATTERN
OF SALVATION

Divide the trainees into groups of two or three, and depending on the size of the group assign each group 1-2 of
the below Bible passages.
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In the below passages of scripture, we will discover a pattern, illustrating God’s desire to reveal himself to an
individual and to use that individual to reveal himself to and save others within their relational network.
Salvation often starts with an individual, but doesn’t stop there.
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Have each group answer these two questions.
1) Who was saved?

2) What was the relationship of those who were saved to the primary, initial person who received the message
of the Lord?
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OLD TESTAMENT?|H %

NOAH (GENESIS 6:8-13; 7:1,7; 8:18) #ifI. (Gt id 6:8-13; 7:1,7; 8:18)

Because of Noah'’s righteousness and faithfulness, God promised to save not only him, but also his household.
The salvation of the household was dependent upon the righteousness of the man which God found. When God
enables us to find prepared people, we should expect Him to save not only them, but those who belong to
them. Oikos sphere: biological (family)
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ABRAHAM (GENESIS 18:17-19) WA H 75 (G {Hid 18:17-19)

We are familiar with the Abrahamic covenant that through him the Messiah would come and all of the nations
would be blessed. It is very clear in Gen. 18:17-19 that the pathway and pattern through which God would bring
blessing upon the nations was as Abraham worked through the salvation in the upbringing of his household. The
blessing came as God brought about the salvation of Abraham’s household. Abraham gave attention to the right
things (his oikos), and God brought about the more extended promises because of his faithfulness. Oikos sphere:
biological and vocational (his hired men)
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1 Summaries taken from Steve Smith, “Oikos Hammer: You and Your Household” in Mission Frontiers, Sept.-
Oct. 2018.



JOSEPH (45:5-11; 50:20) £y (g@Hfid 45:5-11; 50:20)

The salvation of Joseph’s household took many years. God does not always promise the salvation of our
household immediately, but the promise is still there. It’s a promise that calls us to persist in our witness to
those who belong to us. Joseph never gave up hope, and neither should we. Through many travails God provided
for the salvation of many. Oikos sphere: biological (extended family)
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RAHAB (JOSHUA 2:12-13,18) Wil & (235 id 2:12-13,18)

Through Rahab’s righteous act to hide the spies of Israel, God promised to save her and all who belonged to her.
The salvation of the household came through the daughter, but God promised salvation to the parents, the
brothers and everyone who belonged to her father’s household. We never know the avenue through which
oikos will be saved, whether the head of a family or a child. Oikos sphere: biological
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NEW TESTAMENT 1%

GARASENE DEMONIAC (MARK 5:1-20) #&f fx 875 RIS AN (Al #6 & 5:1-20)

The demoniac is a marvelous example of God promising salvation not simply to one person, but a large group of
people. Instead of allowing the demoniac to accompany Him, Jesus gave him a clear mission—his extensive oikos

of friends in ten cities. His reputation was so large that he went throughout the area of the ten cities (Decapolis)
and had a great impact. Oikos sphere: volitional, geographical
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CORNELIUS (ACTS 10:1-48; 11:15) #FJeyi (fEfE1T4% 10:1-48; 11:11-15)

When the angel spoke to Cornelius before he believed in Jesus, he gave Cornelius a clear vision: that not only
would he be saved, but the promise was for his whole household (Acts 11:14). In this case the large group that
Cornelius gathered together as his household were both family and friends (Acts 10:24). Oikos sphere:
biological, friendship, and possibly vocational
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LYDIA (ACTS 16:13-15, 40) B JE W (fH4E4T4% 16:13-15, 40)

Lydia, a woman who has been pursuing God, received salvation and immediately God saved her household. Her
home apparently then became a meeting place for the church in Philippi. Oikos sphere: biological,
volitional (other people))
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PHILIPPIAN JAILER (ACTS 16:23-34) fES7 LAk 26 (fEfE4T1L 16:23-34)

A man who had been opposed to Paul and Silas just hours before became open after an earthquake. Immediately
God saved him. He was so eager for his family to believe that he woke them up from sleep and the whole family
was baptized before dawn. Oikos sphere: biological
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After allowing for about 10 minutes of discussion in small groups, have representatives from each group share
which biblical character they read about, who was saved, and what was the nature of their relationship to the
other that were saved through them.
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EXTRACTIONAL EVANGELISM Fif1 25 1 A 38 v (1) ) fit

When we lead someone to faith, what is typically the first thing we do? Invite them to church! While this is not
entirely bad, it’s also not entirely helpful either. When we extract new believers from their natural community,
we often sacrifice short-term convenience and growth for their long-term spiritual health and the salvation of
their community. This is called extractional evangelism and should be avoided as often as possible.
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However, if we start as soon as possible with the individual and others in their relational network, they come to
faith and are discipled together over a period of time. This contributes to their spiritual growth, the potential
beginning of a new church, and provides an example of how they themselves are to share the gospel and disciple
others in their community and people group.
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