RED LIGHT, YELLOW LIGHT, GREEN LIGHT PEOPLE AND CHRISTIANS

Four Responses to the Gospel
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INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSION Ff 37 ¥} it
In small groups, have the trainees discuss these questions.
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1. When sharing the Gospel with someone, have you ever had someone believe immediately?

2. Have you ever been completely rejected?

3. Have you ever been in the situation where you didn’t know whether the person was just being friendly or

whether they were actually spiritually interested?
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As church planters, when we are frequently sharing the Gospel, it can often be hard to determine what to do with
people that we are unsure about. They are willing to receive us, as the messenger, and they seem to be open to

discussing spiritual things. However, they aren’t ready to receive the Gospel yet.
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Raise your hand if you’ve experienced number 3, a situation where you shared with someone; they didn’t reject you,
but weren’t entirely ready to believe, and you didn’t know what to do next.
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As people raise hands, ask a few people how they handled it.
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It’s a complicated situation. However, many church planters use a concept called “Red
Light, Yellow Light, Green Light.”
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First, sometimes we will share with people who are already Christians, and we know
what to do with them. We cast vision and offer to train them.

BIRATEALAR Z I A28 — A SRR OR AN ZE48 &, AT AN TE Z A A
Ao FATEL AL A G AEIbA]

Red light people are people who are not spiritually open. Green light people are
people who are quickly willing to believe and take the next step. However, it’s the
yellow light people who can be a bit more complicated. What do we do with them?
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To help us with yellow light people, the tool we will introduce during this section is the Short-term Discovery Bible
Study Process. In fact, it can done with just about anyone. Meeting every week, they can last from 1-2 months, and
the purpose is to allow you, as the evangelist, to follow up with people, and to give the hearer time to process the
Gospel before making a decision.
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Here is an example of how it works.
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You are sharing the Gospel with someone, and they are open and interested, but not ready to commit and take the
next steps. So you say to this yellow light person, “If you’re willing, I'd love to keep talking about this with you, learn
more together, and share my own experience with you. How would you feel about meeting a few more times, and
I’ll share a few more stories about God/Jesus?”
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Some people will say they’re not interested. This is good because it helps you clarify where they are at. Others will
accept your invitation to study further. Then you can say, “Let’s set up a time to do that. Also, it works much better
to have these discussions in groups. Share with a few other people about the things that | shared with you and invite
them to join us. It’s a fun discussion, there’s no pressure, and we can get to know each other better.”
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It’s always better to form a group, but if that’s not possible, one-on-one is OK, too. However, it is a discovery bible

study, where the attendees are going to answer questions and learn together so usually it works better with groups,
which increases the interaction. It also leads to the natural formation of churches.
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THE DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY PROCESS % iR IR EL
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e  What are you thankful for this week?
e  What needs do you or others have that we can pray for?
e |sthere a way that we, together, can help meet this need?

e Pray together for these things.
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Review [1] i
e What story did we learn last week? What did we learn from it?
e How did it go obeying the truth we learned last week?
e How did it go sharing what we learned with someone else?
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Look Up 1 b7
New Bible Story i [1] 2525 1

1. Tell the Bible Story in your own words.

2. Read the passage from the Bible together (If your attendees are not literate, share the story in your own
words 1-2 more times)

3. Break into small groups and allow each person to re-tell the story in their own words.



4. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this story?
5. What do we learn about people or ourselves from this story?
6. What is the primary lesson | have learned from this story?
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Application J FH
1. How can | apply this story to my life this week?
2. Who can I share with this week about what | have learned?
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN LEADING A SHORT-TERM DISCOVERY
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1. CREATE GROUP STUDIES IN NATURAL COMMUNITIES.

2. FOCUS ON DISCIPLESHIP TO CONVERSION. THIS PROCESS ALLOWS FOR INTERESTED PEOPLE TO INTERACT WITH GOD’S
WORD, DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF PRAYER, AND TO INTERNALIZE AND FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS.

3. ALLOW FOR SELF-DISCOVERY. REMEMBER YOU ARE A FACILITATOR. DO NOT PREACH OR TEACH. ALLOW THE
ATTENDEES TO REFLECT ON THE BIBLE STORY FOR THEMSELVES. ALLOW THEM TO DISCOVER GOD’S WORD FOR
THEMSELVES. YOU CAN HOWEVER SHARE YOUR OWN THOUGHTS IN THE SAME WAY THAT OTHER ATTENDEES DO.

4. EMPHASIZE INTERNALIZING AND FOLLOWING THE LESSONS LEARNED. DO NOT BE AFRAID TO CHALLENGE THE
ATTENDEES TO OBEY SOMETHING FROM THE PASSAGE. AS THEY BEGIN TO OBEY TRUTHS FOUND IN THE WORD OF GOD,
THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN BEGIN TO WORK IN THEIR LIVES AND CONVICT THEM.

5. EMPHASIZE PASSING IT ON TO OTHERS. DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK THEM TO SHARE WHAT THEY HAVE LEARNED WITH
PEOPLE. ALLOWING THEM TO SHARE WITH OTHERS ALSO HELPS THEM INTERNALIZE THE TRUTH FOR THEMSELVES. PLUS,
YOU MAY FIND THAT OTHERS ARE INTERESTED IN THIS WAY OF LIFE AS WELL AS A RESULT.
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