BAPTISM 7t 4L

TRAINER’S OUTLINE $%1)l

BERH

l. INTRODUCTION &5
1. BAPTISM IN THE BOOK OF ACTS i fiEAT 4% HIBE AL
1. ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE REGARDING BAPTISM § 45 i AL 4 3L
V. ISSUES RELATED TO BAPTISM 5¥%%LH X Ko 5t
A. CAN ONLY ORDAINED PEOPLE BAPTIZE? H AU Bisi4% 0 I N A REZE N it i ?
B. HOW LONG SHOULD PEOPLE WAIT TO BE BAPTIZED? OR SHOULD THEY TAKE A CLASS
PRIOR TO BAPTISM? R A Bl #4 3 L  NA B4 N Jitisend 2
C. SHOULD BAPTISM BE SPRINKLING OR IMMERSION? ¥EALMNiZ&E “Witl” ife “3&
L7 ?
D. SHOULD PEOPLE “PRAY TO RECEIVE CHRIST?” Af1Ni% “iBid #5258 g2
E. HOW TO INTRODUCE BAPTISM IN A TAT GROUP Wi 7E 5 Il 55 )11 35 /N H A 2R e AL
V. CONCLUSION: WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? A% ShiLM9EE M

INTRODUCTION &=

During this portion of the training, we are going to focus on baptism. Specifically, we will discuss when should
new believers be baptized, who can baptize, and how to baptize. Our purpose is to provide a Biblical framework
for baptism and how to put it into practice faithfully according to Scripture while at the same time not hindering
a movement due to an over emphasis on church tradition.
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As we discuss this topic, there may be people who have strong reactions depending upon their church tradition.
It's important to be gracious during this session. We recognize that within the church, tradition plays an
important role, and we desire to be respectful of that. At the same time, it is imperative that we reflect on what
the Bible says about these things and use that as our guide first and foremost.
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BAPTISM IN THE BOOK OF ACTS {¥ 44T 4% 13 4L



Divide the trainees into groups of 3-4 and have them read the below Biblical passages related to practice of
Baptism in Acts and answer the following questions.
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WHO RECEIVED WHEN? WHO BAPTIZED
VERSE &3 BAPTISM? ’ THEM?
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Acts 1 2:32-41

Acts {E 8:36-38

Acts 1 9:10-18

Acts {E 10:24.44-48

Acts {E 16:13-15

Acts 1 16:31-34

Acts 1E 18:5-8

Acts fE 19:1-7

After allowing for about 15 minutes of discussion in the small groups, briefly review each passage of scripture
and allow the groups to share their answers.
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE REGARDING BAPTISM ¥ £ XL I& X
Have someone read aloud each of the following passages.

L A DA 44 B

MATTHEW 28:18-20 X 28:18-20

When Jesus gave the Great Commission to his disciples to “make disciples” and “baptize them in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” No other conditions are given related to who does the baptizing.
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1 CORINTHIANS 1:13-17 #KAT 1:13-17

Paul essentially states that whose name one is baptized into, Jesus, is of importance. The individual doing the
baptizing is not important. Paul doesn’t even remember who he baptized in Corinth.

R PR LRV, FESERINRWEIFAEE . R C A e R 2 i e

JOHN 4:1-2 %) 4:1-2

Jesus himself did not baptize many people. In fact, it was his disciples that did most of the baptizing of new
followers.
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CONCLUSION FROM BIBLICAL PASSAGES UL F& 8 H 1416

1. Who received baptism? People who believed in the good news of Jesus were baptized.

2. When? They were all baptized almost immediately after they believed.

3.  Who baptized them? Often the one who led them to faith in Jesus baptized the new believers.
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SHOULD PEOPLE “PRAY TO RECEIVE CHRIST?” AAMIRN 1% “38 it 4% 45 4 57 3L B 7
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Praying to receive Christ is found nowhere in the New Testament. Christians recently have used the concept of
“praying to receive Christ” as a starting point in someone’s faith, as a symbol or expression of one’s faith.
However, no evidence exists in Scripture for this practice. According to Scripture, when people make a
profession of faith in Jesus, that is, when they “believe in their heart and confess with their mouth”, they have
received Christ (Rom 10:9). Baptism is the expression of that faith.
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HOW LONG SHOULD PEOPLE WAIT TO BE BAPTIZED? SHOULD THEY TAKE A CLASS
PRIOR TO BAPTISM? WJ{E & W% 2 A A RESZPE? ABATT N ZAE Y AL Ay iR g 2

Referring to New Testament practice, it appears that people believed and were then baptized almost
immediately. “Baptism is a sign that you are sure, not mature in your faith.” * Baptism is one of the first steps of
obedience that a believer can take and baptism should be encouraged as soon as possible. Baptism is to ensure
the new believer will in fact lay their old life down and walk in new life. There is no Biblical precedent for any
period of learning that must take place prior to baptism.
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CAN ONLY PASTORS OR ORDAINED PEOPLE BAPTIZE? W 5 3% 8% % 4% 57 1 A\ A RE
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Nothing in the New Testament specifically limits those who can baptize to a class of “ordained” believers.
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In Greek, “baptize or baptism” means “to dip in or under.” Before it was used in the ceremonial, religious sense,
the word “baptize” was also used when dyeing cloth. One would literally take undyed cloth and “immerse” it
into the dye.?

In addition, based upon the New Testament, immersion seems to be the typical baptism performed. Practically
speaking, however, exceptions can certainly be made. Plus, the Bible did not regulate that baptism must be by
immersion. In reality, a sick ninety-five year old woman confined to a bed need not be carried out to a river to
be baptized. Of course, based upon the Biblical meaning and usage of the word baptism, if possible, we
encourage people that “the more water the better.”
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1Ying Kai and Steve Smith. “T4T: A Discipleship Re-revolution,” 238.

2 Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, One Volume, ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, p. 92.
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Recalling the story sets we have discussed previously, the early discipleship story set includes a lesson on
baptism. Romans 6:1-6 provides a clear teaching that when baptized, believers symbolically die, are buried, and
then resurrected with Jesus and live new lives.
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CONCLUSION 451
Why is the topic of baptism so important in the context of church planting?
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To see movements happen amongst our people groups, local believers must be equipped, empowered, and then
launched. When the authority to baptize new believers is unnecessarily retained by some ordained class of
Christians, movements will never occur. Many church traditions have established extra-biblical rules around
baptism — who can baptize people, what is first required of a person before they can be baptized.
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Although not necessarily Biblical, traditional practices may work in some contexts. However, many missionaries
unknowingly and unintentionally apply those same practices when planting cross-cultural churches. Under these
conditions, movements may be unlikely to take place. But, when local believers are trained and empowered to
go forth into their culture and make disciples under the power of the Holy Spirit, unhindered by rules created
by men, God’s kingdom will be brought to even the most unexpected places.
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