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During this session, we are going to discuss “obedience-oriented discipleship”, which we hope will either be a
paradigm shift or a reminder of what discipleship looks like in the Scriptures and what we as church planters should
be aiming for.
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WHAT IS OBEDIENCE-ORIENTED DISCIPLESHIP? {14 &M S 1 i 11432 & 2

“Obedience-oriented discipleship” encourages disciples to obey the Scriptures and live out the truths that they learn
— to intentionally apply the truths of Scripture in their daily life. Webster’s Dictionary defines wisdom as having
“knowledge and the capacity to make due use of it.” That involves far more than Biblical teaching. It includes learning
Biblical truth, but emphasizes the application of Biblical truth in one’s life, which is the essence of transformation.
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In using appropriate story sets and the T4T process, we are seeking two things.
1) Worldview Transformation
2) Obedient Disciples
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Worldview transformation requires new knowledge —a Biblical understanding of God’s universe. Obedience requires
the application of those new truths.
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SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION % Y i+f it

Divide the trainees into groups of two or three. Assign each group several of the passages listed below, and in their
small groups, have them answer and discuss the following question. “What does this passage teach us about
discipleship?”
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e Matthew 28:18-20 X 28:18-20

e Matthew 7:24-27 K 7:24-27

e John 14:23-24; 1 John 5:1-4 % 14:23-24; #]— 5:1-4
e Mark12:30 1] 12:30

e James 1:22-25 Ji 1:22-25

(Obviously the entire New Testament can be used to study discipleship, but the emphasis in this section is to remind
us of the importance of making disciples who are transformed by what they know — disciples who know, follow, love,
and obey Jesus and his radical new way of living.)
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REVIEW OF OBEDIENCE-ORIENTED DISCIPLESHIP IN SCRIPTURE [a] Jii 5 % 5 7] 10 114
REEXA

Have each group read their assigned passage out loud and share their answer to the question, “What does this
passage teach us about discipleship?”
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(Trainer, be sure to draw out the following truths if the trainees do not.)
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e In Matthew 28:18-20, what does Jesus instruct the disciples to do? “Make disciples, teaching them to obey
all that I have commanded.”
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e Matthew 7:24-27 emphasizes hearing the Word and obeying it. Knowledge about truth is not the same as
obedience to truth. Obedience to Jesus’ teachings is what creates a firm foundation.
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® InJohn 14:23-24 and 1 John 5:1-4, we understand that loving Jesus and obeying him are inseparable — to
love is to obey.

TELVRAE S 14:23-24 FZymg—15 5:1-4, FATHH A 52 BRERANNTNAE 5 AN H B ——Z 52 B .

e Mark 12:30 says we are to love God with every part of our being, internal and external.
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e James 1:22-25 compares the person who learns the truth but doesn’t obey it to someone who looks in a
mirror, but instantly forgets what they saw.
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We were also just reminded that we are to make the quality of disciples that Jesus calls us to, and of the kind of
disciples we ourselves need to be — that our own continual transformation and discipleship is fundamental to making
other disciples that follow Jesus. Are we the kind of disciple that follows the example of Christ, that is worth
reproducing? Are we being transformed daily? Are we growing?
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What is your main takeaway from this biblical discussion regarding obedient-oriented discipleship?
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CONCLUSION f 4%

Jesus says that it’s through obedience that our love for him is shown to be true. He compares a person who hears
but does not obey to someone who builds their house on sand rather than solid foundation. James compares
someone who hears but does not obey to a person who looks in the mirror for a moment, then walks away and
instantly forgets what he or she looks like. He calls his followers to be hearers and doers of the Word.
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DISCUSSION 18

“Recalling the passages we looked at from the New Testament, what can we do to help our disciples know, love, and
obey Jesus — to help them become doers of the Word whose lives have been transformed both inside and out?”
(Think about how our T4T groups do this.)
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The purpose of this session has been to stimulate our thinking about what it means to be a healthy disciple and to
make healthy disciples. Knowledge of the truth is fundamental to obedience, but insufficient by itself. As disciple-
makers, our focus must not simply be teaching knowledge, which is what has often tended to be the operative
paradigm of the church. We must be and make disciples that believe in Jesus and actively apply the truths in Scripture
in our daily lives.
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