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WHAT IS A STORY SET? i FHEE & H 4 2

Story sets are groups of Biblical stories focused on a particular theme and intended to create worldview change
and lifestyle transformation in the life of a believer. For oral learners, stories are “crafted” in order to make the
story clear and concise while at the same time adhering to the biblical story as closely as possible. Each story is
limited to about three to five minutes. Crafting and telling stories is discussed in a separate module.
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WHY ARE STORY SETS IMPORTANT it 5 45 ) & 5 4

WORLDVIEW CHANGE tH 5L ¥ 1% o 2%

Because people live and make decisions according to their values and worldview, long-term transformation and
worldview change is at the heart of discipleship. Every individual and every culture have their own concepts
about the natural and supernatural world, people, identity, right and wrong, power, relationships, and life and
death. These perspectives and principles are rooted in the stories that cultures tell.
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The role of Biblical stories and story sets is to use ancient, yet familiar concepts that all cultures have such as the
ones mentioned above — God, spirits, people, etc. — to introduce new, Biblical truths to explain how the world
works. These truths lay a new, firm foundation by which people can live.
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In working with oral cultures, coherent story sets are preferred over randomly chosen Biblical passages because
it allows new believers to understand the big picture of the Bible. This is especially important at the beginning
when a person comes to faith. Initially topically-based stories may lead to behavior change, but as disciple
makers we are seeking worldview change that leads to obedience and transformation. Once a believer has a
foundation — a Biblical worldview— topically-based stories are acceptable because they understand the context
in which the stories fit.
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AVOIDING SYNCRETISM GRS T X

Using Biblical Story sets is also one of the primary ways that syncretism can be avoided. Syncretism occurs when
Biblical truths are not completely understood and are therefore blended together with one’s previous worldview.
Through telling clear, understandable, and connected Biblical stories, disciples can grasp the truths of God’s
word on a deeper level, seeing how it is all connected, and are therefore most likely to avoid syncretism.
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EXAMPLES OF STORY SETS it 35 £ [#) 7~ 45l

Below are a few examples of story sets with a brief explanation of them. These story sets are intended to be
flexible. If there are major worldview issues that can be addressed through particular Bible stories not included
here, feel free to add them. For example, in one particular culture, golden idols were a major issue, as well as a
major importance placed on the purifying function of water, therefore the church planting team added several
stories to the Chronological Redemptive Story Set below. Every context is different, and therefore you have the
flexibility to add stories as needed.
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CHRONOLOGICAL REDEMPTIVE STORY SET JJj 5 I /7 SR st iy = 42

The Chronological Redemptive Story Set is more than just Bible stories arranged in a chronological order. It is
the primary story set to help bring about true worldview change in the life of a believer as it emphasizes themes
of the nature of God, the nature of man, the nature of Satan and spirits, sin, man’s need for redemption, and
the life and works of Jesus as the promised Redeemer.

I S U 08 R PR 5 S MU HE 1R 22 4
HORSE, BRI T ARROAE . A AR,
fE L.

TR B SR A R A 1 S L 32
A BB, DURHRERAE 9 VR R84

We have previously discussed the participatory Bible study process and the questions one asks after having told
the story in a small group. When studying these stories, it is important to adapt these questions slightly. When
studying the Redemptive Chronological Story Set, the questions you will ask are as follows:
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1) WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT GOD IN THIS STORY?

2) WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT MAN IN THIS STORY?

3) WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT SATAN AND SPIRITS IN THIS STORY?
4) WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT THE REDEEMER IN THIS STORY?
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Not all of those particular characters will be present in every story. However, as you tell these stories and work
through the entire story set, people will understand the importance of these main characters in the larger
narrative of the Bible.
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At the end of the chapter, you will find the full version of the Chronological Redemptive Story set, which is 40
stories. These stories are often told over the course of a two (shortened version) or three (full version) day
period along with practice and discussion after each story, but can also be told weekly as the new material in a
small group setting.

TEARRIGIIA 40 A58 BRI P L7 RO A . XX MFLBEE AR (FiO B=X
(GEHERD HIRR TR, HERE— R 58 5 BT 2R ) YRR ADHE ). (H 2 W ATE v dE A N R
TR T IRE . SRS k.

NEW BELIEVER STORY SET ¥J{Z & i H4E

An early discipleship story set is important to help new believers begin to understand their faith, share their
faith, walk with Jesus, and be aware of the cost of following Jesus. It usually consists of about 10 stories. In many
contexts, it is imperative that you include at least one story about persecution in order to prepare believers in



advance before it comes. Believers in most of the places that we work face severe persecution, and it is often
most severe in the early stages after a person comes to faith.
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This story set can be told in a variety of ways. It can be told over the course of one day, but it can also be used
as content during the “new lesson” section of a weekly T4T small group. Often this short story set is told very
early in the life of a new believer.
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CHURCH FORMATION STORY AND ACTIVITY #r & i 7l H 535 3)

Within a few months of the group meeting, a church formation story and activity can be used to help the new
believers understand what the identity of the church and the functions of a healthy church. This activity will be
discussed in Field 4.
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THE LIFE OF THE DISCIPLE STORY SET [ J4EA V& i H4E

The Life of the Disciple Story Set is the primary set that can be used after the Chronological Redemptive Story
Set. It emphasizes issues in the life of a follower of Christ such as forgiveness, love, grace, authority, family, idols,
alcohol, money, and relationships.
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ADDITIONAL STORY SETS 7l & i i F 4=

Other story sets include a deeper look at persecution and the Church. Depending on the issues that you face in
your ministry, you can create new story sets that may deal with concepts such as marriage, work, idolatry and
witchcraft. Most of these supplementary story sets are typically only 3-5 stories long and tend to deal with
specific issues.
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RECORDING STORIES 3% fill i 34

As cultural outsiders, one of our primary tasks is to find, train, and equip cultural insiders to partner with us in
church planting ministry. Recording stories is no different. Many unreached people groups, defined as people
groups whose Christian population is less than 2%, still may have at least some Christians. It is these types of
people that we must seek out when beginning to record stories and story sets.
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Near culture Christians are also potential resources. Near culture Christians are believers who, while not part of
our target culture, are culturally, linguistically, or geographically related to our target culture. You may find that
near culture Christians are fluent in the language of our target culture so they may be helpful in recording stories
as well.
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Identifying someone, either a same culture Christian or near culture Christian, who can work with you to craft
and record stories is of the utmost importance. You can lean on each other to produce them. Same culture and
near culture Christians, being oral learners themselves, can often be an invaluable resource in assisting to craft
an effective story. Typically, it's most beneficial for you as the outsider to know what you are trying to
communicate and prepare a rough draft of a story, first. Then sit down with your local partner to edit and record
a story that will be received and understood by the local culture.
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Someone who partners with you to record these stories may not even be a believer, just a local friend or
language helper. People such as these can be very strategic, and often times, through time together with you
recording stories and interacting with God’s Word, they may even come to faith in Jesus.
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The most important thing when recording stories is to start. Record one story. Then record another. It is only
by actually doing it that you will learn the process. Having a decent microphone and learning to edit stories on
a computer are important, but do not let those become obstacles to starting. You can start by simply using a
phone.
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One of the best times to begin recording these stories with the help of local partners is towards the middle or
end of the language learning process, after you have a general grasp of the language, but before evangelism,



discipleship, and church planting ministry has become a primary investment of your time. If you have some
stories prepared in the early stages, when your ministry language improves and people begin to come to faith,
the resources you use will have already been started. However, recording stories should be an ongoing process
throughout your ministry. Over time, you may find that certain stories need to be re-crafted and recorded again.
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HOW TO USE STORY SETS IN DISCIPLESHIP 7F [ 14E£: & i FH W g5 4E

Hypothetically speaking, you are church planter that has just arrived in a new location. You begin to learn the
language and culture. You simultaneously begin to record stories in the language of your host culture. At some
point, a person or family come to faith. What do you do next?
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After this person or these people come to faith, you propose starting a group in their home. When this group

meets, you use the T4T group process, and we have found two options in terms of the order of the stories. Below
you will see each option presented visually along with an explanation.
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OPTION 1
Option 1: Chronological Redemptive W AR ISR R
Story Set Told Separately 3 4RBEAATH

New Church o
Believer Formation Life of the Disciple Ef;f ’gﬁl:§§ i s
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As soon as the group is formed, you begin meeting weekly using one story per week from the New Believer
Story Set, which will take about 2-3 months. In order to help these new believers quickly gain a basic Biblical
worldview, during this 2-3 month period you separately schedule a 3-4 day block of time to cover the
Chronological Redemptive Story Set.
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The major advantage to this option is that within just a few months time, they will have both a basic Biblical
worldview as well as an overview of the spiritual life. We have found that when persecution comes,and
believers have this to fall back on, then they often have a more solid foundation on which to stand.
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After a few months, when the group has been meeting regularly, you can then use one week to cover the
church formation story and activity (found in Field 4), transitioning the group from a small group to a newly
formed church. As the group continues to meet, you can then transition into The Life of the Disciple Story Set.
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Using Option 1 is often possible in village contexts where people may have more flexible schedules and are
able to schedule this separate time to go through The Redemptive Chronological Story Set.
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In contexts where it is not possible to schedule a separate time for The Redemptive Chronological Story Set,
we use Option 2 below.
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OPTION 2
Option 2: Chronological Redemptive i%IFE2: [HPIRFERSESEE
Story Set (weekly) HERMIREHFRTR
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Church
Formation OAt
Story & Activity

Option 2 simply covers one story each week. You start with the New Believer Story Set, which takes 2-3
months. When that is finished, you begin the Chronological Redemptive Story Set, and then move on to The
Life of the Disciple Story Set. The Church Formation Story can be done at any time usually in the first few
months when you believe the group is ready.
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The advantage to this option is that it’s easy to schedule. The disadvantage is that it takes longer to get to
some very foundational things. However, the good news is that these story sets are very flexible, meaning that
after several months of using Option 2, you find that it is in fact possible to schedule a 3-4 day time to cover
the Redemptive Chronological Story Set, it can easily be inserted.

PRI R 2 T2 HR . SRR 7 B A I (8] 4 RE AL 045 S AR BL Al 1 222 il EAFHE R,

XA DLURTE ], RS 2 JUN G, AR R BUAT AR IE 4 (I 8] 22 F 3-4 K%
7 ORI LI Bt F 4, thm S ddA.






	What is a story set? 故事集是什么？
	Why are Story Sets Important 故事集的重要性
	Worldview Change 世界观的改变
	Avoiding Syncretism 避免混合主义

	Trainer’s Outline 培训者大纲
	Examples of Story Sets 故事集的示例
	Chronological Redemptive Story Set 历史顺序救赎故事集
	New Believer Story Set 初信者故事集
	Church Formation Story And activity 教会成立故事与活动
	The Life of the Disciple Story Set 门徒生活故事集
	Additional Story Sets 特别专题故事集

	Recording Stories 录制故事集
	how to use Story Sets in Discipleship 在门徒培育中使用故事集
	Option 1
	OPTION 2

