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To get the trainees thinking about stories, ask them the following question and allow a few people to answer.
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“Think of your favorite movies. What is it that makes a story interesting and compelling?”
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Characters. Dialogue. A good plot. Suspense. Humor. Action. A surprising conclusion. There are many elements
that can make a story compelling and draw the audience into it. The Bible is the most compelling story ever
written. As we craft and tell Bible stories, we can take these same elements into consideration.
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Crafting an accurate Bible story is very important for several reasons. In many cases the story that you craft may
be the only scripture that they will ever have, either because they have no scripture in their language or because
they will never read the scripture for themselves. A well-crafted story is also important so that the stories are
easy to remember and to re-tell. For these reasons, crafting a story is a serious undertaking that requires careful
preparation. In this document you will learn how to craft well-told, accurate Bible stories.
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1 Adapted from E3 Partners “Crafting Biblical Stories”, e3parters.org/orality.



INTRODUCTORY TIPS FOR STORY CRAFTING % 4 3 4t 3 i 415
As you get started, here are a few general rules for crafting a story. The story should be:
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1. SIMPLE. fi] 7

2. MEMORABLE. % L.

3. ReprODUCIBLE. 1] & ff

4. ACCURATE. {IET#
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If you are going to craft a good story, you have some homework to do first! Here are some tips that you will help
you:

iR —MF LW HE, BREMCITRIIR!
1. Read the full biblical passage that contains the story multiple times.
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2.  Make sure that you know what happened before and after the story. This helps put the story in its
proper context.
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3. Make sure you thoroughly understand what happens in the story. If there is anything that is not clear,
research it in commentaries, dictionaries, and other tools if they are available.
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4. Identify words or concepts that you know may be difficult concepts in the language or culture you are
crafting the story for. (Example: disciple, parable, righteous)
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5. Is there anything in the story that may be misinterpreted by the people hearing the story because of
their worldview?
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6. There may also be cultural gaps that require background information necessary for someone in the
culture to understand the passage. (Example: The Roman culture, or Jewish culture of the Bible)
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7. Once you have identified the problems in the story, as mentioned in steps 3-6, use the resources at
your disposal to:
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a. Decide how to express the difficult words and concepts in every-day language. (Example: say
“Follower of Jesus” instead of “Disciple”)
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b. Decide what background information is needed to make the story understandable. In other words,
discover the information that was readily understood by the original audience, but not available to
your audience, and then decide if and how you need to make that information explicit in your story.
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Now that you have done your homework, here are some things that you need to keep in mind as you put your
story together:
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1. Keep the story short. It should be roughly 5 minutes long when told orally. Short stories are easier to
remember and retell.
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2. Keep the story simple. It is OK to simplify the story. Too much detail makes the story hard to remember
and retell.
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3. Use everyday language, not difficult to understand Bible terms or language typically only used in
Christian contexts.
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4. Be conversational in telling the story.
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5. Limit details and names used in a story. Try not to introduce more than three new names of people or
places in a story.
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6. Keep the story biblically accurate; don’t add things to the story that aren’t in the biblical passage such
as “The sun shone brightly on hot desert as Jesus and his disciples walked toward the river. Sweat
poured down their brows.” Stick to what is in the Bible.
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7. Don’tinclude teaching or explain what the story means within your story. If the story is crafted well, it
should not be needed. Simply tell the story and allow for the story to speak for itself.
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8. Maintain continuity and cohesion between stories by using the same terms, phrases, and names, while
keeping in mind the theme of the story set, to connect the stories one to another.
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9. Keep in mind your chosen theme for the overall story set when selecting and crafting individual stories.
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Now that you have crafted the story, it is time to learn the story so that it can be told in a natural, engaging way.
Here are some helpful hints:
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1. Don’t memorize the story word-for-word. Rather, internalize it. /N Z24 75 1l 28 M, 1M e 22
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2. Be familiar enough with the story that you make it your own, so that you will be natural and at ease
with the story. ZAZR T4 4R (1) L2 Hd, DUMERCYIR H O] LLE R TR A VA 1) 4 i

3. Think through the story, breaking it into scenes (be aware of which scene is the climax). 17 1% 4 i
H, WL ES BN s GEERANM 502 &) o

4. Learn the story scene by scene. Z\ 5 28 M i HLIF 2 17 5

5. Pictureitin your mind as you practice. Imagine in your mind the story is taking place on a stage in front
of you. Where are the characters? Is it in building, a road, or a lake nearby? Is there a crowd of people?
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6. Useword repetition, pauses, silence, and increased or decreased volume to emphasize important parts.
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7. You'll probably need to practice telling this story out Ioud at least three times before being ready to tell
it to a group. i H T A g 75 E56 KA 25 ) Pk ELWE RS =, RE A REER AR A PRI
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As you tell the story to others you will also discover what works and what does not work. Learning to craft and
tell stories is a process. As with anything, practice makes perfect. The more you craft and tell stories the easier
it becomes.
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Crafting and telling a story from Biblical narrative should be clear enough at this point. What about crafting a
story from the Epistles? Everything written in the Bible comes from a specific historical context — it comes from
within a story so to speak. With a little bit of extra work, we can use some of the generally accepted historical
details along with details found within Scripture to craft a “story” using non-narrative literature. Below is a brief
example of what that might look like from Paul’s 2" letter to Timothy.
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“Paul was a follower of Jesus who had committed his entire life to spreading the
good news of Jesus throughout the entire region where he lived. Along the way,
he met a young man named Timothy. Paul considered Timothy his spiritual child
and loved Timothy deeply, and they traveled together and served Jesus together
for years. As a result of his preaching of the Gospel, Paul was placed under house
arrest. This happened when Paul was in his later years, and he did not know if he
would ever see Timothy, his beloved spiritual son, again. During this time of
imprisonment and uncertainty, Paul wrote Timothy a letter, and in part of that
letter he gave these instructions. “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is
in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses, teach to reliable people who are then able to teach others.””
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This is just one simple story crafting using a few verses from one of Paul’s epistles. Yes, it takes an additional bit
of research and creativity, but it can be done rather easily.
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